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23 January 2017 

 
World’s most influential fashion stars get a taste for Australian wine 

 
Selected as the wine partner for the 2016/17 International Woolmark Prize, Wine Australia has been in Paris 
today showcasing a range of Australian wine at the global finals.  
 
The International Woolmark Prize, an annual competition first held in 1953, celebrates fashion designers that 
showcase the beauty and versatility of Merino wool.  With 35 judges this year, including Victoria Beckham and 
Natalie Massenet, it is the world’s most prestigious award for rising fashion stars. 
 
The 2016/17 global finals were held today, 23 January, at the Palais de Tokyo in Paris, with the twelve 
finalists, the judges and around 300 guests in attendance.  The wines served at the awards, chosen by Wine 
Australia’s Laura Jewell MW, showcased the quality and diversity of contemporary Australian wine.  The 
wines were: 
 

 Jansz Premium Cuvee NV, Tasmania 

 Peter Lehmann “Black Queen” Sparkling Shiraz, Barossa Valley 

 Cape Mentelle Sauvignon Blanc Semillon, Margaret River 

 Shaw + Smith “M3” Chardonnay, Adelaide Hills 

 Giant Steps “Sexton Vineyard” Pinot Noir, Yarra Valley 

 Mount Horrocks Shiraz, Clare Valley 
 
Wine Australia also ran a tasting for the judges, finalists and key media at the VIP Reception at the Residence 
of the Australian Ambassador to France.  Around 80 guests enjoyed a selection of Australian wines, paired to 
canapés crafted by Australian chef Shaun Kelly.  These wines were: 
 

 Pewsey Vale Riesling, Eden Valley 

 Shaw + Smith Sauvignon Blanc, Adelaide Hills 

 Dalrymple Cave Block Chardonnay, Tasmania 

 Innocent Bystander Mea Culpa Syrah, Yarra Valley 

 Henschke Henry’s Seven Grenache Shiraz Mourvedre, Barossa Valley 

 Cape Mentelle Cabernet Merlot, Margaret River 
 
 
Laura Jewell MW, Wine Australia Head of Market EMEA, said: 
 
“Home to passionate woolgrowers and talented winemakers, Australia boasts some of the finest quality wool 
and wine in the world.   
 
We were delighted to team up with The Woolmark Company, one of Australia’s most well-known and 
respected brands, and be the wine sponsor of the International Woolmark Prize. It is a great collaboration and 
celebration of artisan and craft producers.  
 
This event gave us the opportunity to engage with the world’s retail and fashion leaders and showcase the 
sophistication and diversity of Australian wine.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                

 

   

 

 

 

For media enquiries please contact: 

Emma Baumann, PR and Communications Manager, Wine Australia 
Phone: +44 (0)207 438 4669  Mobile: +44 (0)759 083 4514 
Email: emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com  
 
 
About Wine Australia 
 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 
(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 
Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 
authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 
 
Twitter:  @Wine_Australia  Instagram:  @WineAustralia 
Facebook: WineAustralia  Website:  www.wineaustralia.com 
 
 
About The Woolmark Company  
 
The Woolmark Company, one of the world’s most recognised and respected brands, is the global authority on 
wool. Through an extensive network of relationships spanning the international textile and fashion industries, 
the company highlights Australian wool’s position as the ultimate natural fibre and premier ingredient in luxury 
apparel.  The Woolmark Company is a subsidiary of Australian Wool Innovation, a not-for-profit enterprise 
owned by more than 24,000 woolgrowers that invests in research, development and marketing along the 
worldwide supply chain for Australian wool. 
 
 
About The International Woolmark Prize  
 
The Woolmark Company’s International Woolmark Prize is an annual award 
celebrating emerging design. Working with the most important fashion bodies 
globally, the prize aims to identify future design stars and showcase new and 
captivating interpretations of Merino wool through their collections.   
 
It was at the 1954 awards that two young, unknown womenswear designers, Karl Lagerfeld and Yves Saint 
Laurent, stepped up on stage to collect their fashion design prizes.  
 
Before the global finals on 23 January, regional awards were held in six regions across the world. Wine 
Australia supplied wine for these regional events. Six menswear and six womenswear finalists were then 
selected to compete in the global finals.   
 
There were 35 judges in the 2016/17 finals, including Fashion Designer Victoria Beckham, Chair of British 
Fashion Council Dame Natalie Massenet, Fashion and Lifestyle Editor in Chief Vanity Fair France Virginie 
Mouzat and Harvey Nichols Senior Buyer Menswear Benn McGregor.  
 
The 2016/17 winners, announced earlier today, are COTTWEILER (UK) in menswear and Gabriela Hearst 
(USA) in womenswear.   
 
2017 marked the return of the global finals to Paris since the competition launched in 1953.  It was also the 
first year that the menswear and womenswear finals were staged together as one event.  

 
https://www.woolmarkprize.com 

mailto:emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com
https://www.woolmarkprize.com/

