
                

 

   

 

 

Media release 

26 June 2017  

Entries now open for The Daniel Pontifex Scholarship 2017 
 
Wine Australia and The Daniel Pontifex Memorial Trust are offering a rising star of the UK hospitality industry 
a trip to Australia to learn more about the trade and explore the country’s renowned food and wine culture.  
 
The scholarship, which has been running since 1998, recognises and celebrates the efforts and enthusiasm 
of tomorrow’s leading hospitality professionals. The award commemorates Daniel Pontifex who died in a car 
accident during his employment at Kensington Place Restaurant in London. Daniel had previously worked in 
Adelaide in Australia with Shaw + Smith’s Michael Hill Smith MW who, along with Daniel’s family, went on to 
initiate the scholarship in his name. 
 
Each alternate year, a scholarship winner from the UK and Australia respectively is invited to experience the 
hospitality sector in the contrasting country. The trip provides them with direct access to influential industry 
leaders and offers first-hand insights into the international world of food and wine. 
 
The Daniel Pontifex Scholarship was last awarded in the UK in 2015 to Quinby Frey who works at Cambridge 
Wine Merchants.  
 
 
Quinby Frey, now Sales and Accounts Business Development Manager at Cambridge Wine 
Merchants, said: 
 
“The day after I returned from Australia I hosted a wine tasting into which I ‘sneaked’ a couple of the wines 
that I’d had during my trip. It was a delight to share with customers the stories and places that I’d visited, and 
the enthusiastic customer response was heartening.  
 
I have completely loved how much I now have to discuss about Australian wine with customers since my trip 
and it’s been incredibly rewarding to see customers step out of their wine comfort zones and embrace Aussie 
wine.  
 
I learnt far more spending four weeks on the ground than I have in my last four years as a merchant and I am 
thankful for the amazing opportunity given to me to develop my knowledge further.” 
 
 
Alessandro Marchesan, past scholarship winner and 2017 panellist, said:   
 
“It was one of the best experiences of my life. The opportunity to travel around Australia’s best wine regions, 
to meet and work with the best winemakers and to have some working experiences in some of the best 
restaurants boosted not only my knowledge but also gave me great confidence to carry on with my career.”  
 
 
Laura Jewell MW, Wine Australia Head of Market EMEA, said:   
 
“We look forward to sharing Australia’s vibrant food and wine culture with the winner and helping to develop 
their career with this unique experience.” 
 
 
To enter, applicants are invited to submit a short essay (500-750 words) explaining why they believe they are 
a suitable candidate, together with a short resume. Applicants are expected to have a strong interest in wine 
and may work in any area of hospitality.  
 
Submissions should be made by email to laura.jewell@wineaustralia.com by Friday 29 September 2017. 
Interviews will be held in October in London and the winner’s trip will take place in 2018. 
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The winner of the 2017 scholarship will be selected by a panel of leading wine and hospitality professionals 
including Laura Jewell MW, Wine Australia; Michael Hill Smith MW, Shaw + Smith; David Gleave MW, Liberty 
Wines; Alessandro Marchesan, Zonin UK; and writer and Chef-Consultant Rowley Leigh. The winner will 
receive funding towards travel, insurance, accommodation and expenses.  
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For media enquiries please contact: 

Emma Baumann  
PR and Communications Manager, Wine Australia 
Phone: +44 (0)207 438 4669   Mobile: +44 (0)759 083 4514 
Email: emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com  
 
 
 
About Wine Australia 
 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 
(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 
Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 
authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 

 
Twitter:   @Wine_Australia    
Facebook:  WineAustralia     
Instagram:  @WineAustralia 
Website:  www.wineaustralia.com 
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