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What practices in the vineyard lead to the production of wines that consistently win gold 
medals? 

 

Background 

It could be argued that consistent winning of gold medals at wine shows is largely a function of 
winemaking practices. But what of the expression of terroir in medal-winning wines? And what if some 
vineyard practices consistently yield grapes and wines of arguably high quality, and therefore win 
more medals at wine shows? Even if this is not true, wine regions that produce consistently-yielding 
wine grapes of high quality, as a result of sound vineyard management practices, will be more 
sustainable (financially and environmentally) into the future.  

 

Why is it important? 

This project aims to uncover any links between vineyard practices and the production of wines that 
consistently win gold medals at wine shows. In any case, a survey of best vineyard management 
practices will assist greatly in the production of consistent yields, high quality grapes and fine wine. 

The project would involve: 

• documentation of all Barossa Wine Show gold medal winners over the past 15 years 
• establishing contact with vineyard owners, and documentation of all viticultural practices 

behind the growing of the grapes  
• production of a ‘matrix of best practice’ including vineyard management practices such as 

pruning method, bud numbers, irrigation, soil moisture monitoring, harvest yield, trellis set-up, 
catch wires, mid-row management, under-vine management, soil type, soil organic carbon 
level and harvest technique, and 

• a literature review of other wine regions around the world where best practice viticulture has 
been documented in relation to the production of fine wines. 

 

What would success look like? 

Success for this project would be a ‘matrix’ of best practice vineyard management strategies that will 
help wine regions to produce consistently-yielding wine grapes of high quality into the future. 

 


