
  

 

 

Media Release 
29 August 2017 

Australian women in wine take centre stage in London  

Over 50 female Australian winemakers and winery owners will head to London this September to showcase 
the exceptional wines they craft and participate in a program dedicated to celebrating Australian women in 
wine.   

The Women in Wine program, being held at Australia House in London on 26 September, will be the largest 
gathering of Australian female winemakers and winery owners in the world. This unique event – which 
incorporates the announcement of the winners in the 2017 Australian Women in Wine Awards - is the first of 
its kind and will give the UK wine trade and the public the opportunity to meet Australia’s most prominent 
women in wine, hear their stories and taste a diverse selection of Australian wine.  

Andreas Clark, CEO of Wine Australia said, ‘We’re thrilled that such a strong group of women will be 
representing the Australian wine industry internationally. This is a fantastic opportunity to shine the light on 
these women’s success, share their wines with new audiences and hopefully inspire more women to join the 
wine industry.’  

There are 57 women participating, representing 18 wine regions across Australia including Adelaide Hills, 
Barossa Valley, Coonawarra, Margaret River, McLaren Vale and Tasmania. The line-up ranges from some of 
the country’s most iconic winemakers such as Louisa Rose (Yalumba) and Virginia W illcock (Vasse Felix) to 
the most pioneering new kids on the block like Emma Raidis (Raidis Estate) and Louise Mack (Aphelion 
Wines). Over 300 wines will be available to taste during the program.  

The program will kick off with the third annual Australian Women in Wine Awards ceremony. The Awards 
were established by The Fabulous Ladies’ Wine Society as a platform to recognise and reward the work of 
women in the Australian wine community. There are eight award categories including Winemaker of the Year, 
Viticulturist of the Year and Owner/Operator of the Year. 

Jane Thomson, Awards founder and chair, said, ‘This is the first time the awards have been held outside 
Australia and we can’t wait to celebrate some extraordinary women on the global stage. There is no doubt 
that the wine industry is male dominated, so it’s important that we champion the women that are breaking 
ground and achieving so much in the world of wine.’  

The Awards will be followed by a trade tasting, where the Australian winemakers will have the chance to 
impress local UK trade, including restaurants, sommeliers and buyers with their wines, with the hope that 
more Australian wine will be sold in the UK.  

Wine Australia has partnered with the Australian Women in Wine Awards to develop the Women in Wine 
program.  

For more information on the program, visit https://www.wineaustralia.com/whats-happening/events/women-in-
wine  

Interviews and filming opportunities are available in Australia and London with the winemakers, Founder and 
Chair of the Awards Jane Thomson, the judges of the Awards and Wine Australia.  
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Twitter: @Wine_Australia 
Instagram: @WineAustralia 
Facebook: WineAustralia 
Website: www.wineaustralia.com 

About Wine Australia 

Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 

(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 

Wine Australia is funded by grapegrowers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 

Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 

Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 

authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 

About the Australian Women in Wine Awards (AWIWA) 

The Australian Women in Wine Awards – which are owned and operated by The Fabulous Ladies’ Wine 

Society - work to celebrate and reward the work of women in the Australian wine community, and community 

leaders who champion equality and fairness for all sexes in the workplace. The AWIWA, set up in 2015, are 

the world’s only awards program for women in wine. Previous winners include Prue Henschke 

(Viticulturist of the Year, 2016), Rose Kentish, Ulithorne (Winemaker of the Year, 2015) and Iain Riggs, 

Brokenwood (Workplace Champion of Change, 2016).  

 

About the Women in Wine London event 

Wine Australia have planned a full day of activity centred around the announcement of the Awards. The event 

will take place on Tuesday 26 September in the prestigious surroundings of Australia House on the Strand in 

London. The program will comprise: 

• 10am – 11am British Summer Time (BST) / 7pm – 8pm AEST: Announcement of the 2017 

Australian Women in Wine Award winners 

• 11am – 5pm BST: Trade tasting with 57 female winemakers and winery owners 

• 5pm – 6.30pm BST: Trade seminar focusing on women in the UK wine trade 

• 6.30pm – 9pm BST: Evening consumer tasting held in partnership with Women in the City, a 

senior professional women’s networking group in London. Tickets for this event have sold out.  
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