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Media Release 

Friday 21 September 2018 

Regenerative farming for wine the focus for new Nuffield Scholar 

Richard Leask, from McLaren Vale South Australia, has been awarded a Nuffield Scholarship 
supported by Wine Australia to research best-practice regenerative farming systems across the 
wine sector. 

Richard’s research aims to understand how to successfully transition to regenerative farming from 
more chemically intensive models. He will explore the key drivers that initiated transitions, the role 
and availability of education and training, and any associated impacts on farm management and 
resourcing requirements. 

‘Increasingly, we are seeing a shift towards more sustainable and less chemically-reliant systems in 
wine production in Australia and internationally’, Richard said. 

‘Sustainable practices benefit the wine sector in many ways, including reduced chemical use and 
providing a deeper understanding of vineyards, plants and soils and an exciting, authentic story to 
take to Australian and international markets. In these times of change, it’s important that we find 
and implement the best systems and approaches to transition that we can.’ 

Richard owns and operates a 75-hectare family vineyard in McLaren Vale. He also provides 
viticultural management services to a number of wine brands and is co-owner of Hither and Yon, a 
dynamic wine label that produces around 10,000 cases per year.  

Richard will visit leading wineries and agricultural businesses around Australia and New Zealand, 
as well as the United States of America and France as he conducts his research. 

Richard’s scholarship was announced at the Nuffield National Conference Awards Dinner in 
Melbourne on Tuesday 18 September, and he will receive a $30,000 bursary towards his research.  

Wine Australia invests in the Nuffield Australia program as part of its policy of investing in sector 
leadership. In the same vein, Wine Australia supports the Future Leadership program, travel 
bursaries for researchers and post graduate scholarships. 

[Ends] 

 

Please find an image of Richard Leask attached.  
 
For further information please contact: 
 

Hannah Bentley – Wine Australia 
Communications Manager 
Phone: 08 8228 2027 / 0428 930 865 
Email: hannah.bentley@wineaustralia.com 

Twitter: @Wine_Australia 
Instagram: @WineAustralia 
Facebook: WineAustralia 
Website: www.wineaustralia.com 

 

 
About Wine Australia 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension (RD&E), growing 
domestic and international markets, protecting the reputation of Australian wine and administering the Export and 
Regional Wine Support Package. 

https://twitter.com/wine_australia
https://www.facebook.com/WineAustralia
http://www.wineaustralia.com/
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Wine Australia is an Australian Commonwealth Government statutory authority, established under the Wine Australia Act 
2013, and funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the Australian 
Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
 
 
About Nuffield Australia 
Nuffield Australia is building capacity for Australian food and fibre industries to be world leading in adoption of technology, 
best practice and innovation. Nuffield Australia has been selecting scholars from Australian primary industries for over 60 
years. 
Today there are over 400 scholars in Australia who, through their scholarship, have significant insight into global 
agriculture. These scholars have gone on to influence industry and community changes resulting in productivity increases 
and new industry and economic development for rural communities across Australia. 


