Speakers
Opening addresses
MC: Angus Barnes – Executive Officer of the NSW Wine Industry Association
Angus is an experienced senior wine industry executive
with expertise in marketing, sales, strategy and financial
management both in Australia and UK/ Europe.
He has been involved in the NSW wine industry for many
years, coming on the NSW Wine Industry Association
board in 2012. He took up the role as Executive Officer in
April 2017.
He had nearly 15 years with Pernod Ricard Winemakers
across a wide variety of strategy, sales and marketing
roles. He has been involved in many industry associations
and was a graduate of the first induction of the ‘Future
Leaders’ program in 2006.
Angus also currently serves as the treasurer of the Wine
Communicators of Australia and sits on the Wine
Committee of the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW.
Angus is the MC at the National Wine Sector Bushfire
Conference.
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Andreas Clark – Chief Executive Officer Wine Australia
Andreas has led Wine Australia since its inception on 1
July 2014. Prior to that, he held a number of senior
management roles with the former Wine Australia
Corporation.
Before joining the wine sector, Andreas served as a
diplomat with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
in Canberra and Brunei and has also worked as a lawyer in
private practice and in-house with an ASX-listed company.
He holds a Master of Laws from the Australian National
University and Bachelor of Economics and Bachelor of
Laws (First Class Honours) from Flinders University and is
admitted to practice in South Australia. He has also
completed a Graduate Diploma in Applied Finance and
Investment from the Securities Institute of Australia and the
Authentic Leadership Program at Harvard University.

Tony Battaglene – Chief Executive Australian Grape & Wine
Tony Battaglene is the Chief Executive of Australian Grape
and Wine Incorporated (Australian Grape & Wine).
Australian Grape & Wine is Australia’s national association
of grape and wine producers, representing their interests at
the national and international level. Australian Grape &
Wine was incorporated on 1 February 2019 after
Winemakers’ Federation of Australia (WFA) and Wine
Grape Growers Australia merged to form a single
representative body. Prior to taking on the Chief Executive
role at Australian Grape & Wine, Tony Battaglene was
Chief Executive of WFA. Tony has had a distinguished
career working in the research, policy, and agri-political
space. He has worked as a scientist and economist before
moving into a policy role with the Australian Government.
This has led to significant opportunities with trade
negotiations and international representative roles in the
OECD, FAO, OIV and APEC. After joining the Winemakers’ Federation of Australia in 1999,
Tony became a major driver of strategy for the sector. This included developing and
implementing a comprehensive market access strategy, overseeing biosecurity, research and
development and industry policy and strategy. A strong international focus has also resulted in
developing key networks with competitors and other industries to further the interests of the
Australian wine sector. This has brought international recognition of his activities and he is a
frequent contributor to industry journals, a member of a large number of national and
international committees and invited to speak in many conferences around the world. He has
also played a key strategic role in restructuring the Australian wine sector though the
development of Wine Australia, formerly Australian Grape and Wine Authority, which has a
significant role in directing the activities of the sector.
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Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM – Commissioner of Resilience NSW &
Deputy Secretary Emergency Management
Shane Fitzsimmons was appointed as the inaugural
Commissioner for Resilience NSW and Deputy Secretary,
Emergency Management with the Department of Premier
and Cabinet from 1 May 2020. He is currently the chair of
the State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC), the
State Recovery Committee (SRC), Board of
Commissioners (BOC) and the National Emergency Medal
Committee (NEMC). This appointment followed a
distinguished career with the NSW Rural Fire Service of
over 35 years, serving as both a volunteer and salaried
member.
In 1998 he was appointed an Assistant Commissioner with
the RFS and has held portfolio responsibilities for
Operations, Strategic Development and Regional
Management. In 2004, he was appointed the inaugural
Australasian Fire Authorities Council (AFAC) Visiting Fellow to the Australian Institute of Police
Management (AIPM) for a period of 12-months, developing and delivering programs in
management and leadership. During the period of September 2007 – April 2020 he was the
Commissioner of the NSW Rural Fire Service and was also the Chair of the NSW RFS Bushfire
Coordinating Committee and the Rural Fire Service Advisory Council. He was also a member of
the NSW State Emergency Management Committee and the NSW State Rescue Board (SRB)
and was Chair of SRB from 2008 to November 2015. In July 2012, he was appointed a Board
Member of the NSW Government Telecommunications Authority.
He was appointed a Director of the National Aerial Firefighting Centre (NAFC) in March 2008
and was the Chair of the NAFC Board from 2009 to 2013. He was a Director on the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre from 2009 to 2014. He was a member of the Australasian Fire and
Emergency Services Authority Council from 2007 and was a member of its Board from
November 2016 to November 2019 and held the position of Deputy President upon retirement
from the Board.
In January 2016 he was appointed as a Councillor of the Royal Humane Society of NSW Inc.
Additionally, he is a patron of two charities – Kids Xpress and Coffee 4 Kids.
Commissioner Fitzsimmons has been awarded the Rural Fire Service Long-Service Medal for
more than 30 years, the National Medal in recognition of more than 35 years, and the Australian
Fire Service Medal (AFSM). He has also been acknowledged with a Paul Harris Fellow and a
Paul Harris Fellow Sapphire through Rotary Clubs of Berowra and Sydney. He has most recently
been announced as the 2021 NSW Australian of the Year, and the Australian Father of the Year
2020 through The Shepherd Centre.
Shane is the keynote speaker in the opening address at the National Wine Sector Bushfire
Conference and he will talk about Leadership, and reflections on the challenging events and
experiences of 2020.
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Session 1 – Overview: Vintage 2019-20
Chair: Assoc. Prof. Paul Grbin – Head Winemaker University of Adelaide
Paul Grbin is the Head Winemaker for the University of
Adelaide. Paul has had more than 25-years of formal
association with the wine industry, in particular in research
and teaching. Paul has worked at Charles Sturt University
and is currently an Associate Professor in Oenology at the
University of Adelaide.
He is a former member of the Alumni Council of the
University of Adelaide, and former Board Member of the
ASVO and the Australian Wine Industry Technical
Conference and he is the Convener of the University of
Adelaide’s Wine Alumni Network.
Paul is active in both teaching and research, with a
particular research focus on wine microbiology and
sustainable and efficient biological processing of winery
wastewater. The research conducted is principally funded
through Wine Australia and the Australian Research Council (ARC) with strong support from the
Faculty of Sciences and the School of Agriculture, Food and Wine. Paul is Chair of Session 1 at
the National Wine Sector Bushfire Conference.
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Mark Krstic – Managing Director Australian Wine Research Institute (AWRI)
Mark Krstic has more than 23 years of experience in
viticulture research, R&D leadership and executive
management. He holds undergraduate and post-graduate
degrees in Agricultural Science from the University of
Tasmania and an MBA from Mt Eliza/Queensland
University. Mark commenced his career in viticulture R&D
at CSIRO, Merbein, where he conducted research on
grapevine physiology, crop development and yield
estimation. Since that time, he has worked in key
viticulture roles at the Victorian Government’s Department
of Primary Industries, the Grape and Wine Research and
Development Corporation (now Wine Australia) and the
Australian Wine Research Institute, leading a range of
R&D initiatives. Mark currently chairs the Australian Wine
Industry Technical Conference, is an Adjunct Professor
with Macquarie University and is a past President of the
Australian Society of Viticulture and Oenology (ASVO) and graduate of the Winemakers’
Federation of Australia Wine Industry Future Leaders Program (2010). He has played a key role
in smoke taint research and emergency response since 2006 and passionate about the grape
and wine sector and the outcomes that science can deliver. Mark will provide a national
overview of vintage 2019–20 at the National Wine Sector Bushfire Conference.

Peter Leske – Winemaker and director Revenir Winemaking
Peter Leske is winemaker and director at Revenir
Winemaking in the Adelaide Hills, where he and a small
team make a range of wines for diverse clients using an
equally diverse list of grape varieties into even more
diverse styles. Peter was recently named 2020 Winemaker
of the Year by the Australian Society of Viticulture &
Oenology (ASVO).
Throughout his career, Peter has sought to increase and
share collective knowledge and expertise, through roles at
the AWRI and the South Australian Wine Industry
Association (SAWIA), and most recently by assisting
members of the Hills region with the making, sensory
assessment and interpretation of smoke impact on
hundreds of small-lot wines from affected vineyards.
This effort has also involved working with practitioners and
researchers to implement and manage related longer-term projects, which Peter hopes will add
much to the future understanding of the impact of fires in viticultural regions.
Peter will provide a vintage 2019–20 regional overview with a focus on South Australia – what
happened (the range, duration, intensity of fires) and what was the impact of the bushfires,
smoke taint and the financial impact on regions.
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Mark Bourne – President NSW Wine Industry Association
Mark is the owner of Cuttaway Hill Wines & part owner of
Tractorless Vineyards, and is currently the longest serving
wine producer in the Southern Highlands wine region of New
South Wales (NSW) with over 25 years’ experience in the
wine industry including as a grapegrower, viticultural
consultant, winemaker and brand manager.
He was the founding president of The Southern Highlands
Vignerons Association and is currently the President of the
NSW Wine Industry Association including a previous 5 years’
service on the NSW Wine executive board. He is also a
board member of the National Wine and Grape Industry
Centre (NWGIC) based at Charles Sturt University and a
member of the small winemakers committee at Australian
Grape & Wine. His long-term commitment to the Southern
Highlands and the NSW wine industry is stronger than ever,
and he is a passionate advocate and frequent representative
for both at regional, state and national levels with a keen interest in research and development
leading to adoption by industry.
Mark will provide an overview of the NSW vintage 2019–20 at the National Wine Sector Bushfire
Conference.

Brett McClen – Chief Viticulturist Brown Family Wine Group
Brett McClen is Chief Viticulturist of the Brown Family Wine
Group and has more than 20 years of viticultural and
management experience across a range of Australian wine
regions, as well as experience working with other irrigated
horticultural crops. He previously spent two terms as a
Director of the ASVO and was a finalist in the 2019 ASVO
Viticulturist of the Year award and is an AWRI Board
member.
Brett will provide a vintage 2019–20 regional overview with a
focus on Victoria – what happened (the range, duration,
intensity of fires) and what was the impact of the bushfires,
smoke taint and the financial impact on regions
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Session 2 – Vineyard preparation, response, and recovery
Chair: Colin Hinze – Senior Agribusiness Consultant Pinion Advisory
Colin Hinze provides extensive professional experience in
viticulture and farm management having previously
worked for corporate and family wine companies in
premium winegrowing regions across three decades.
In his current role as Senior Agribusiness Consultant at
Pinion Advisory, Colin provides services to growers,
winemakers and a broad range of farmers and industry
groups.
Colin’s passion is sustainable and profitable farming
systems, especially wine grapes.
Colin will present a summary of landholder experiences
following the Cudlee Creek bushfire and discuss key risk
management considerations for vineyards as part of
Session 2 of the National Wine Sector Bushfire
Conference.

Tim Bartsch – Owner Bartsch Vignerons (SA)
Tim Bartsch has 20 years of experience in viticulture.
Since graduating from the University of Adelaide’s
viticulture course in 2006 with first class honours, he has
worked across many parts of the wine industry in
countries including Australia, Canada, Germany, New
Zealand, South Africa and Thailand. For the past 10 years
Tim has been managing his family grapegrowing business
in the Adelaide Hills, Bartsch Vignerons, which supplies
grapes into a range of different wineries. Previously Tim
has worked as a vineyard manager for a viticulture
business (that works across a range of regions) in South
Australia.
Tim will outline the steps he has taken to respond to
smoke taint of grapes from a growers’ perspective, having
been impacted by the Pinery (2014–15), Samson Flat
(2015–16) and Cudlee Creek (2019–20) fires in South
Australia.
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Liz Silkman – Owner Silkman Wines (NSW)
First Creek’s Chief Winemaker Liz Silkman has been
awarded an impressive number of accolades throughout
her career, including the prestigious Dux of the Len Evans
tutorial.
Growing up, Liz never had winemaking on her radar, but a
strong interest in science and maths saw her complete a
Bachelor of Science at The University of Newcastle,
Australia. Liz started her wine industry career in 1999, as
a Lab Technician at Brokenwood Wines, after completing
her Bachelor of Science degree at The University of
Newcastle. In 2002 she accepted an Assistant
Winemakers role at Tempus Two, where she spent six
years, while completing her Graduate Diploma in
Oenology from the University of Adelaide.
In 2008, Liz was appointed to her current role – Chief
Winemaker at First Creek Wines, where she plays a pivotal role both in the production of First
Creeks’ own award-winning wine brand. Liz and her husband Shaun started Silkman Wines in
2013.
Liz will discuss her experiences in making wines from smoke tainted grapes, and how to
manage the expectations of all parties involved.

Dr Richard Hamilton – Consultant Viticulturist Hamilton Viticulture
Dr Richard Hamilton has more than 40 years’ experience
in viticulture. For the past 10 years he has been a
consultant viticulturist to the Australian grape and wine
industry with his business, Hamilton Viticulture.
Past viticultural experience has included corporate,
government and private enterprise roles. Richard was
National Viticulturist from 1998 to 2010 for what is now
Treasury Wine Estates with interest in vine health, the
application of spatial technologies and vine propagation.
From 1986 to 1998, Richard was with Primary Industry
and Resources South Australia and the South Australian
Research and Development Institute (SARDI) in a range
of roles, finishing as Principal Consultant – Grapes, Citrus
and Plant Health. During this time, he established a small
family vineyard at Ashton in the Adelaide Hills.
Richard is a fellow of the Australian Society of Viticulture and Oenology.
Richard will discuss the preliminary results and observations from field trials investigating the
impact of both timing and methodology of vineyard remediation and outline key
recommendations for post-bushfire vineyard recovery.
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Dr Cassandra Collins – Lecturer in Viticulture & Program Coordinator University of
Adelaide
A/Prof Cassandra Collins is a lecturer in Viticulture and
Program Co-ordinator for the Bachelor of Viticulture and
Oenology at the University of Adelaide.
After completing a Bachelor of Agriculture Science and a
PhD in Horticulture, Cassandra left the University of
Adelaide to gain experience in the wine industry as a
cellar hand, assistant winemaker and viticulturist in both
small and large enterprises. However, a love of plants and
a passion for research and teaching led her back to the
Waite campus to undertake postdoctoral research fellow
positions at the South Australian Research and
Development Institute(SARDI) and the University of
Adelaide before her appointment as a lecturer in 2007.
Cassandra’s research to date has focused on assessing
different management systems such as organics and
biodynamics and developing innovative techniques for vineyard management and promoting
their adoption by the wine industry. She is a co-creator of VitiCanopy, which is a smartphone
and tablet PC application that transforms the device into an effective instrument to measure leaf
area index, canopy porosity and other canopy architecture parameters in the field. Her latest
projects aim to unveil the link between canopy size, yield and grape and wine quality.
Cas will present the latest research in the rapid assessment and mapping of fire damaged
vineyards using high-resolution satellite imagery, and its correlation to field assessments of
vineyard productivity such as canopy health and development, fertility, and carbohydrate
storage.

Mark Kozned – Owner, Nova Vita Wines (SA)
In 1999, Mark and Joanne Kozned purchased the land in
the Adelaide Hills that would become Woodlands Ridge
Vineyard. Mark has evolved his career from global
corporate finance, to wine industry investor, to boutique
grapegrowing and winemaking under his own label Nova
Vita Wines.
Mark’s experiences from the Cudlee Creek fire of 2019
will feature in Session 2 and he will join the speakers for
Q&A at the end of the session.
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Session 3 – Best practice smoke taint analysis and sensory experiences
Chair: Alex Sas – Senior R&D Program Manager Wine Australia
Alex is a Viticulturist and Senior R&D Program Manager
with Wine Australia. His previous experience includes
Chief Viticulturist at Accolade Wines and Constellation
Wines, Viticulturist with The Australian Wine Research
Institute / CSIRO and the Western Australian Department
of Agriculture.
As a buyer of grapes, he has had to implement and
enforce smoke taint specifications to protect wine quality
and work with affected grape suppliers; as a corporate
grower of grapes, his crops have been destroyed through
smoke taint from bushfires. In his spare time Alex now
oversees a small vineyard in a fire-risk region. He is
therefore very keen to see practical tools made available
to grapegrowers and winemakers to manage the impact of
bushfires. Alex is Chair of Session 3 at the National Wine
Sector Bushfire Conference.

John Blackman – Lecturer in Wine Sciences National Wine & Grape Industry Centre
John graduated from the Bachelor of Wine Science
degree in 2002 and was employed by CSU in 2004. His
PhD examined the sensory description and consumer
preference of Hunter Valley Semillon. John has taught a
range of wine science, wine production and sensory
subjects.
John is currently involved in a variety of research projects
that require small-lot winemaking to determine the impact
of various viticultural trials, winemaking procedures, and
the investigation of wine fault amelioration. He is also
involved in sensory testing that is used to establish
treatment differences and sensory descriptive analysis
allows these differences to be described and quantified.
John will discuss the smoke affected wines available for
tasting at each venue and the assessment of grape
smoke exposure and his project ‘working in the grey
zone’.
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Dr Eric Wilkes – Group Manager – Commercial Services AWRI
Eric has worked in the beverage industry since completing
his PhD in chemistry at the University of Newcastle in
1997, where he held both teaching and technical
positions. Initially spending four years based in the Hunter
Valley with the then independent Rosemount Estates he
moved to SA in 2001 to take up the role of Group Chemist
with the Foster’s Wine Group based at the Wolf Blass
Winery in the Barossa Valley. In 2007 he accepted the
role of Global Manager Analytical Services with the
Foster’s Group overseeing the integration and alignment
of testing and technical services across their whole
beverage portfolio on three continents. In 2010 he joined
P&N Beverages in Sydney as National Technical Manager
with responsibility for new product development, product
QA, customer feedback and product compliance before
returning to the wine industry in 2011 where he is the
Group Manager, Commercial Service at the Australian Wine Research Institute. Current areas of
research include, new methods for wine analysis, environmental impacts of wine production,
wine stability, methods to determine authenticity and the impact of metals on wine development.
He is a past Chair of the Interwinery Analysis Group, is an active member of a number of
international working groups on wine analysis and export regulations, co-author of a book on
wine analysis and a regular speaker at national and international regulatory and wine chemistry
conferences.
Erik will discuss smoke taint diagnostics: insights from the AWRI laboratories.

Greg Howell – CEO Vintessential Laboratories
Greg Howell is the CEO and Founder of Vintessential
Laboratories, which was established in 1995 and now has
four laboratories in Margaret River, Mornington Peninsula,
Orange and Tasmania.
Greg left a secure career as a Chemist at Shell in 1993 for
greener pastures, quite literally, and a career in wine.
Vintessential was born out of Greg’s trips to France as a
fledgling winemaker, where he was inspired to create
regional wine laboratories in Australia, bringing a local
source of testing, science and advice for those practising
the art of winemaking.
Over the last 26 years under his guidance, the company
has built its expertise beyond testing and now supply a
range of innovative products for the winemaker.
Apart from supplying winemaking and laboratory products
Vintessential also manufactures its own Enzymatic Test Kits which are now sold worldwide.
Greg will discuss smoke taint diagnostics: insights from the commercial laboratories
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Peter Leske – Winemaker and director Revenir Winemaking (SA)
Peter Leske is winemaker and director at Revenir
Winemaking in the Adelaide Hills, where he and a small
team make a range of wines for diverse clients using an
equally diverse list of grape varieties into even more
diverse styles. Peter was recently named 2020
Winemaker of the Year by the Australian Society of
Viticulture & Oenology (ASVO).
Throughout his career, Peter has sought to increase and
share collective knowledge and expertise, through roles at
the AWRI and the South Australian Wine Industry
Association (SAWIA), and most recently by assisting
members of the Hills region with the making, sensory
assessment and interpretation of smoke impact on
hundreds of small-lot wines from affected vineyards.
This effort has also involved working with practitioners and
researchers to implement and manage related longer-term projects, which Peter hopes will add
much to the future understanding of the impact of fires in viticultural regions.
Peter will discuss regional experiences in the Adelaide Hills and sensory assessment in summer
of 2020.

Damian Espinase – Sensory Scientist AWRI
Sensory Scientist Damian Espinase Nandorfy is part of
the Sensory and Flavour Research groups at the
Australian Wine Research Institute in Adelaide, South
Australia. Damian has more than 15 years’ experience
selling, making, researching, and enjoying wine. Originally
from Canada, Damian holds an honours science degree in
Viticulture & Oenology from Brock University, a postgraduate certificate in Sensory & Consumer Science from
UC Davis and is currently undertaking a PhD at Deakin
University - understanding the perceptual interactions of
wine flavour compounds. Damian’s research focuses on
linking ‘key’ food and beverage compounds with sensory
properties. Recently this focus has been aimed at rapidly
educating and organising regional ‘smoke taint’ panels in
response to the Australian Bushfire Crisis. Currently, he is
involved in the proliferation of standardised sensory
guidelines to allow more rigorous sensory data to be generated regionally, permitting for a more
complete interpretation of smoke exposure measures and their associated risk to wine flavour
and quality.
Damian will discuss smoke taint sensory evaluation: considerations to improve rigour and aid
decision making
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Session 4 – Research updates and mitigation in practice
Chair: Dr Sharon Harvey – Senior R&D Program Manager Wine Australia
Sharon Harvey is an R&D Program Manager at Wine
Australia.
She has a PhD in plant molecular genetics from The
University of Adelaide and worked for 12 years on
laboratory-based research projects funded by the Cotton
Research and Development Corporation (CRDC).
At Wine Australia she looks after projects on behalf of the
sector in the climate adaptation, climate mitigation,
biosecurity and pests and diseases spaces.
Sharon is Chair of Session 4 at the National Wine Sector
Bushfire Conference.

Prof. Ian Porter – Research Professor La Trobe University
Ian is a Research Professor at La Trobe University
leading a research program on smoke taint in wine. He is
former Director of the Centre for Expertise in Smoke Taint
Research with Agriculture Victoria evaluating the
relationships between smoke, grape and wine information
from bushfires since 2016. This information is being
developed into a real time early warning system for smoke
taint utilising information from networks of smoke
detectors across key wine regions.
In 2020, 91 batches of wine made in conjunction with
industry from smoke affected grapes from the devastating
bushfires in NSW and Victoria are providing accurate
thresholds for smoke taint and supporting development of
a phone app and predictive system for risk of taint.
Ian will discuss an early warning system: linking
atmospheric smoke dose to predict smoke taint in wine
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Dr Mango Parker – Research Scientist AWRI
Mango’s current focus is understanding the sensory and
chemistry impact of smoke on the 2020 vintage. The
impact of early season smoke exposure, and the links
between grape composition, wine composition and
sensory are key areas of active research.
Mango has a considerable background in wine flavour
chemistry, including tannin, rotundone, white wine
phenolics and smoke taint, with various diversions along
the way.
Studying chemistry at Flinders University, Mango began
her career with the Southcorp Wines Graduate Program
before commencing at the AWRI in 2002. Mango
completed her PhD on flavour release from glycosides
during wine tasting late in 2019, during which she
presented at international flavour chemistry conferences
and was awarded the inaugural Manfred Rothe Gold
Award for Excellence in Flavour Science for early career researchers. Her research pathway has
always involved the enjoyable challenge of bringing together fascinating science and practical
outcomes.
Mango will discuss Pre-veraison smoke exposure: learnings from the 2019 Adelaide Hills fire
event.

Prof. Kerry Wilkinson – Professor of Oenology The University of Adelaide
Kerry Wilkinson is a Professor of Oenology in the School
of Agriculture, Food and Wine at the University of
Adelaide – a role which enables her to combine her
passion for both wine education and wine research. She
teaches into the Bachelor of Viticulture and Oenology and
Master of Wine Business, and she led the development of
the award-winning, online Wine101x course. She also
leads a productive wine science research group and her
primary research interests concern the flavour chemistry
of grapes and wine: from management of ‘green’
characters in the vineyard and improved methods of oak
maturation in the winery, to consumer preferences for
different styles of sparkling wine and evaluation of novel
technologies for efficient winemaking. However, she is
best known for her research into the impact of bushfire
smoke on grapes and wine.
Kerry will discuss strategies for mitigation and management of smoke taint in grapes and wine
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Warwick Billings – Winemaking team Lodestone (SA)
Warwick is part of the winemaking team at Lodestone
Winery, contract winemakers to a wide range of producers
in the Adelaide Hills.
The most recent Cudlee Creek fire impacted a number of
their producers, each with a different philosophy on what
should happen next.
The winemaking team was able to draw on some prior
experience with modest smoke exposure from the 2015
Sampson Flat fire.
Warwick has also worked for larger Australian companies,
such as Angove Family Winemakers, Miranda Wines,
Orlando and 15 vintages overseas in France, Spain, Chile
and Italy.
Warwick will discuss his experience in South Australia.

Joel Pizzini – Winemaker Pizzini Wines (VIC)
Joel Pizzini is the winemaker at Pizzini Wines and as little
kid he knew that he wanted to stay on the family farm and
follow in his father Alfredo's footsteps, ‘Dad has made us
feel part of the business since we could walk’. Joel spent
a lot of after-school time working with Alfredo and the
team in the vineyards.
Joel still spends a lot of time in the vineyard and his
knowledge of every contour of Pizzini's 70 hectare
vineyard means he works very closely with Alfredo now as
they constantly evolve their grape production in the pursuit
of quality and making wines that people love to drink. He
also takes a deep interest in new clones of Italian wine
varieties as they become available in Australia.
While studying at Charles Sturt University in Wagga
Wagga, Joel did three vintages with King Valley Wines.
Since finishing his degree, he has worked at leading
wineries in both Australia and Italy, doing vintages at Leeuwin Estate (Margaret River), Stonier
Wines (Mornington Peninsula), Marenco (Piedmont) and Isole e Olena (Tuscany).
Joel loves the variety of his role in the business as he works across winemaking, vineyard
strategy and development and that he gets to use all of his senses – sight, smell, touch, taste
and even a little bit of intuition – to bring out the best in the grapes as they pass through the
winery each year.
Joel will discuss his experience in Victoria.
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Alex Cassegrain – Senior Winemaker Cassegrain Wines (NSW)
The Cassegrain family began winemaking in France in
1643. After settling in Australia, they forged the revival of
winemaking in the Hastings River region with the planting
of their first vineyard near Port Macquarie in 1980. John
and Eva Cassegrain opened Cassegrain Wines on 16
December 1985, with the winery enjoying great success
over the subsequent years including achieving numerous
awards and accolades.
Their two sons, Alex and Philippe, grew up in the vineyard
and worked in the winery throughout the years, learning
hands-on the time-honoured winemaking practices that
have been passed down through the generations.
For Alex, having the ability to source grapes from all over
NSW gives him a unique understanding of the individuality
of each batch across the regions as a result of
understanding the ‘terroir’. This results in endless
opportunity to create something new and exciting each year. Every region has its own unique
attributes; learning and adapting to each provides a fresh chance each year to create something
unique and special.
Alex will discuss his experience in New South Wales.

