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Abstract: 

The Wine Australia Travel Bursary provided assistance for Alice Betteridge travel to the 21st 

International Meeting of Viticulture GiESCO. Alice presented a poster titled “What practices 

in the vineyard lead to the production of wines that consistently win medals?” This meeting 

provided Alice with an opportunity to meet researchers from all over the world working 

within the same field as well as enhance her current knowledge of Viticulture research.  Site 

visits enabled a close up view and discussion on various viticultural practices which may lead 

to better quality wine. It was also a terrific opportunity to gather international opinion and 

feedback on the directions of her current research. 

 

Executive Summary:  

The 21st International Meeting of Viticulture (GiESCO) was held form 23-28 June in 

Thessaloniki, Greece. There were 82 speakers, 150 posters and about 250 participants. 

GiESCO is a unique meeting in that is has a strong focus on applied research and industry 

visits and these technical visits to vineyards and wineries around Greece were a highlight of 

the meeting. The presentations focussed on climate change, vine physiology, viticultural 

techniques, and soil 



Background 

 

I am an early career researcher, at the University of Adelaide and I attended the 21st 

International Meeting of Viticulture (GiESCO). The meeting was held in Thessaloniki, 

Greece from 23-28 June 2019. Over 250 members of the International Viticulture research 

community attended over the 6 days of the conference to listen to 82 speakers and view 150 

posters. The meeting provided an overview of current research in viticulture. There was a 

particular focus on the impact of climate change on viticultural practice and the 

accompanying viticultural research to help growers deal with the warmer climates, heat 

waves and reduced irrigation. The first invited speak Professor Gregory Jones is a well 

recognised research climatologist specialising in viticulture and the effects of climate on vine 

growth and wine production.  Professor Jones shared is work studying temperature 

differences and the changes in growing seasons on wine regions around the worlds – 

including Australia. This highlighted the need for research adapting viticulture for a warmer 

climate. Following speakers shared research on the many efforts made to achieve this. From 

studies in canopy management, the effects of heat on flavour profiles, the adaptation of 

trellising techniques as well as the effect of these cages on bud fertility and vine health. It was 

an honour to support so many Australians sharing world-class research in such a European 

centric forum.  

 

I presented a poster of my work ‘What practices in the vineyard lead to the production of 

wines that consistently win medals’. I discussed my research with other participants during 

the poster session. Particularly regarding the importance of mulch in the production of higher 

quality wines.  

 

Figure 1. Alice Betteridge during a poster session at the 21st GiESCO 

 



The meeting also organised three opportunities to travel to different wine regions of Greece 

and study the current viticultural practices in these areas. The areas visited were Drama, 

Amyndeon and Naoussa. The latter two regions are famous for Xinomavro – a native Greek 

variety. These site visits were invaluable in learning more about wider viticulture as well as 

needed research to best benefit growers. Specifically viewed and discussed were the various 

trellising techniques along with their pros and cons. 

 

 

Figure 2. 100 year old bush vines of Xinomavro 

planted in Amyndon, Greece 

Figure 3. An example of a soil pit from a vineyard 

in Naoussa, Greece 

 

 

The benefit to your professional development •  

As a new researcher to this field the experience of attending an international conference is 

invaluable. Viticulture research is a small field and then conference was an opportunity to 

meet researchers from all over the over the world working within the same field. 

Furthermore, this creates opportunity to build collaborations and meet fellow researchers for 

possible future research project and networks. Attending this conference was a great 

opportunity allowing me to further my knowledge on this topic and many other current 

topics. 

Presenting findings at an international conference is an important step for an ECR to build a 

career in research. Personally, it proves an ability to disseminate results to a wider audience 

as well as professionally introduce one’s self to a wider community of researchers in the 

field. The opportunity to build networks and collaborative opportunities is invaluable.  

 

The benefit to the broader Australian grape and wine community  



Discussing early results from my Incubator project to a specialised wider audience allowed 

for feedback and input from experienced researchers. Suggestions on that will be 

incorporated into the current project as well as ideas for future project extension. GiESCO is 

an opportunity for viticulture researchers around the world to congregate providing a rich 

knowledge pool that I can incorporate into this project. 

GiESCO is also unique amongst conferences in that it involves interactions with industry 

professionals and tours to different vineyards in the region providing great opportunities to 

discover information about viticultural practices in this region.  Unfortunately, that whilst 

Greece has a Mediterranean climate similar to South Australia, some of the main viticultural 

concerns of the region are around excess vigour and water use. However there were some 

presentations that can be incorporated into my findings from UA1801. 

Findings within presentations by Gerardo Echeverría, linking the importance of soil to terroir 

expression, as well as a number of other presentations on the impacts of heat waves and heat 

stress on grape vine physiology, with a particular focus on Shiraz and Riesling vines, can be 

incorporated into my findings from UA1801. 

 

How you have disseminated the information from the travel  

Industry: I will disseminate information learnt on viticultural best-practice of other regions 

around the world to the Barossa Viti Tech group as an additional extension to my Incubator 

project (UA 1801) when we meet in October.  

Researchers: I have hosted a seminar to the Department of Wine and Food Science at the 

University of Adelaide to discuss my attendance at GiESCO 

 

How the visit inspired further research questions or provided collaboration 

opportunities 

There were no direct collaboration opportunities, however this was an opportunity to show-

case South Australian wine research as well the University of Adelaide and Waite Research 

Institute as a place for further research. Importantly it was also an opportunity to highlight my 

industry partner, the Barossa Grape and Wine Association, internationally promoting them as 

research partners, both for researchers and research funders. 


