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How is the climate modified under different types of nets, and how does this affect yield, 
ripening rate and disease pressure? 
 
Background 

As Tasmania has a very sparse viticultural landscape, bird pressure is particularly high. With such a 
valuable crop (currently at almost $3000 per tonne), exclusion bird netting is seen as the preferred 
option for vine protection. However, anecdotal evidence suggests that vines under nets have higher 
disease pressure and slower-ripening grapes, both of which are undesirable outcomes from netting.  

 

Why is it important? 

This project aims to measure the effects of exclusion bird netting on secondary effects on vines such 
as yield, disease pressure and grape ripening. Different types of nets and their mode of application 
(black v white, hole size, hole shape, whole block v four-row v single row) will be trialled. Results will 
be compared with measurement of the benefits and efficacy of the bird control. Answers will also be 
sought to questions such whether nets are effective against a small Silvereye bird species and 
whether there is more bird pressure on the side of single-row nets. 

 

What would success look like? 

Success for this project would produce a measure of the effectiveness of netting used in cool climates 
to protect grape crops from birds, and guidelines for growers on the influence of netting on grape 
yield, disease pressure and crop ripening. 
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