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Are there practical, quicker and more reliable ways of managing phylloxera footwear 
disinfestation compared to the current chlorine footbath protocols? 

 
Background: 

Grapevine phylloxera is a major endemic biosecurity threat to the Australian grape and wine 
community. Although currently restricted to quarantine areas in Victoria and NSW, phylloxera has 
been increasing its range in the last 15 years. To prevent further spread of phylloxera, it is critical to 
ensure that farm gate biosecurity protocols are effective and practical. Some recent work completed 
by Agriculture Victoria in this area showed that the chlorine footbath protocol for disinfestation of 
footwear needed to be increased from 30 secs to 60 secs to be 100 per cent effective against 
phylloxera. 

 

Why is it important? 

While the change in the footwear disinfestation protocol ensures that all phylloxera do not survive the 
treatment, the increase in treatment time to 60 secs is a major time impost when working with large 
numbers of casual staff during busy times such as vintage. This may result in people bypassing the 
recommended protocol in order to save time, thereby compromising farm gate biosecurity for 
phylloxera. The adverse effects of chlorine on footwear may also act as a deterrent in the uptake of 
the revised protocol by visitors to vineyards. 

 

What would success look like? 

If successful, this project would generate a quicker and more practical method of managing phylloxera 
disinfestation of footwear and improve farm gate biosecurity for phylloxera. 
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