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Silver chloride not permitted as winemaking aid 

Three new processing aids will soon be available to Australian winemakers - but silver 
chloride is not one of them! 

On 9 August 2017, Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) approved an application to 
add several new processing aids to the list of aids permitted to be used in winemaking. 

It is important to recognise, however, that although four items have been added, only three will be 
available to Australian producers. 

The four materials to be added to schedule S18 of the Food Standards Code (the ‘Code’) are: 

• Ammonium bisulphite 

• Chitin-glucan 

• Polyvinylimidazole-polyvinylpyrrolidone co-polymers (PVI/PVP), and 

• Silver chloride. 

Critically, however, silver chloride, has not and will not be added to Standard 4.5.1, which applies 
specifically to Australian wine production. So, while all four aids will be available to foreign wine 
producers selling their product in Australia, only the first three aids will be available to Australian 
winemakers. 

This is not an error or an oversight. After serious consideration, the Australian wine sector did not 
request permission for the use of silver chloride in Australian wine production.  

Wine Australia is aware of reports that certain suppliers are offering samples of silver chloride to 
Australian wine producers. However, any suggestion that it will soon be legal to use silver chloride 
in Australian wine is based on a misunderstanding of the impending changes to the Code. 

It is likely that the changes will come into force by the end of 2017. So, to be clear, during the 2018 
harvest period, Australian winemakers will be able to use three processing aids not previously 
available. Silver chloride is not one of them. 

If you would like further information about permitted processing aids, please contact Wine Australia 
on 08 8228 2000 or enquiries@wineaustralia.com. 

 
[Ends] 

For further information, please contact: 

Anita Poddar – Wine Australia 
Corporate Affairs Manager 
Phone: 08 8228 2038 or 0417 819 978 
Email: anita.poddar@wineaustralia.com  
 

Twitter: @Wine_Australia 
Instagram: @WineAustralia 
Facebook: WineAustralia 
Website: www.wineaustralia.com 

About Wine Australia 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension (RD&E), growing domestic and 
international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the Australian Government, which 
provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory authority established under 
the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 
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